
 It is officially hot in Arizona. And it will be hot for 

quite some time. Make sure you are doing all you 

can to keep your furry friends comfortable.  

Never leave your pet in a parked car, even with the 

windows open. An animal’s body temperature can 

rise in just seconds, causing heat-related problems 

or even death. (Normal body temperature for dogs 

and cats is between 101 and 

103 degrees Fahrenheit.) 

When traveling, carry a gallon 

of fresh, cool water with you. 

Give your pet frequent drinks. 

If he begins to pant, give him 

water immediately.  

Walk your dog on cooler surfaces to protect his feet 

from burning. If the pavement is too hot for you to 

hold your hand on for more than a few seconds, it’s 

much too hot for your dog’s paws. Don’t force your 

dog to exercise after a meal in hot weather. Always 

exercise him in the cool of the early morning or eve-

ning. Your dog is much closer to the hot pavement 

and his body can heat up very quickly. 

Always provide plenty of adequate shade for an 

animal that is staying outside of the house for any 

length of time.  A dog house, canopy or porch would 

be appropriate. Provide plenty of fresh water every 

day in a spill-proof container. 

Be sensitive to old and over-

weight animals in hot 

weather.  Dogs with heart or 

lung disease or snub-nosed 

breeds such as Bulldogs, 

Pekingese, Boston Terriers, 

Lhasa Apsos, and Shih Zus 

should be kept indoors in air-

conditioning as much as possible.  These animals 

have a difficult time regulating their body tempera-

ture.  

A clean coat can help prevent summer skin prob-

lems, so keep your dog or cat well groomed.  Con-

sult with your groomer or veterinarian to determine 

whether your pet would be 

more comfortable with a 

shorter haircut for the summer. 

A cat should be brushed fre-

quently to keep his coat tangle

-free.  It is also wise to keep 

your cat indoors.  

Watch out for signs of overheating. If your pet exhibits 

one or more of the following symptoms, give him wa-

ter right away: open mouth panting; face may have 

strained appearance; animal may feel warm to the 

touch. 

Watch out for the signs of heat distress: unresponsive 

or unconscious. Cool your pet down slowly with a 

cool, wet rag or towel.  Do not submerge him in water.  

Get him to a veterinarian immedi-

ately! 

Take your pet to the veterinarian in 

the spring or early summer for a 

checkup, including a test for heart-

worm. Have the doctor recommend 

a safe, effective flea and tick control 

program. 

  Don’t have your dog travel unsecured in an open 

truck bed. Dogs can’t “hold on” like people. Sudden 

stops or starts can toss them out of a truck bed. Dogs 

that are tied down can jump out and hang themselves. 

Truck beds become very hot and can burn their feet. 

A dog can quickly dehydrate in hot weather. Wind at 

high speeds can irritate eyes and ears. Flying debris 

can also injure a dog. Put your dog in the cab. If you 

absolutely must transport your dog in the truck bed, 

place him inside a carrier secured to the walls of the 

truck.  

Keep a current license and identification tag on your 

dog or cat and consider micro-chipping as a means of 

permanent identification. Be alert for coolant (anti-

freeze) leaking from your vehicle.  Animals are at-

tracted to the sweet taste of coolant and drinking just 

a small amount can cause death.  
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Birdee, a former MCACC dog, 

really gets around these days.  

In this picture, she rode along 

with her owner on a 109-mile 

bike ride.  
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Dangerous Foods 

for your pet 

Mushrooms 

Chocolate 

Macadamia Nuts 

Grapes  

Raisins   

Onions  

Garlic  

Avocados 

Candy  

Fatty Foods 

Salt 

Coffee (any caffeine) 

Alcohol 
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One of the many dogs that have 
come through our doors need-
ing a new home—he got one! 

Veterinarian’s Corner  
It’s summer - we know that better than a lot of places across the US.  How many other places are 100 degrees 

at 7:30 in the morning?  I am constantly amazed at how we Arizonans treat ourselves and our pets in the sum-

mer.  I see folks jogging at 1 pm when it is 112.  I wonder if they know how dangerous that is - they are very 

close to getting heat stroke.  One of my best friends ended up in the emergency room, then hospitalized for 3 

days due to acute kidney failure all because he was playing baseball for 7 hours straight on a Saturday in 

June.   

So what does this have to do with animals?  Well, besides seeing joggers in 

the afternoon, I see young people out walking their dogs.  And what dog does 

not want to go out on a w-a-l-k with his best bud when the opportunity arises?  

The teenager is out in shorts, with sunscreen on, laced up tennis shoes, and a 

bottle of water.  She probably knew she was on the way out the door and 

preloaded with some water too.  But Fido - no shoes, no water bottle and no 

preloading.  On top of that, both humans and dogs are evaporative coolers. 

People sweat all over.  Dogs use their tongue - that is why they pant when 

they are hot. And dogs tend to be much shorter than their people.  Have you 

ever compared how much wind is near the ground compared to what you feel five feet up?  Or how much 

hotter it is closer to the ground? These reasons make it very easy for dogs to get heat stroke.  

People also really like those smooth walking paths, usually made from cement or asphalt.  Both surfaces get 

very hot - as we say here in Arizona - hot enough to fry an egg on.  You ever touch that pan before you drop 

your egg into it? It is HOT!  Your finger gets burned and a blister comes up on it.  Dog’s feet can get blistered 

too.  While we may feel the burn and pull our finger away and even cry out, dogs are incredibly stoic animals.  

They tolerate a lot of injuries without much complaint (most of the time) as long 

as their best bud is doing something fun with them. 

My point?  Please, for your pet’s sake, walk early in the morning or late at 

night.  Please, for your sake, be mindful of the weather so that you don’t end 

up with heatstroke yourself.  I want to be sure your best bud has his best bud. 

The Veterinarian’s Corner is written by Dr. Monika Durgin, MCACC’s Chief Veterinarian. 

Special thanks to the second graders at Rose 

Lane Elementary School. Rocket the dog vis-

ited the students to tell his life story and to 

teach them about responsible pet ownership. 

The students loved Rocket and his story. They 

held a penny drive and raised $300 to help the 

animals at Maricopa County Animal Care and 

Control. That’s a lot of pennies!  
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One of the many cats MCACC 

has taken in needing a forever 

home. 

Spay and neuter 

your pets 

Get your dogs and cats 
spayed or neutered! 
MCACC takes in over 
50,000 animals a year, 
many of them unwanted 
kittens and puppies. 
These innocent animals 
have little chance of 
survival in our shel-
ters—they need too 
much care. Please help 
us stop unnecessary 
euthanasia—spay and 
neuter your pets!  

Please visit us on the 
web at: 
www.pets.maricopa.gov 
for more information.          

An Older Dog Gets a Second Chance 

Below is a letter about a wonderful 

older dog that was recently adopted. 

It’s a great reminder to not overlook 

the more mature dogs and cats.  

“I’d gone down to the shelter to donate 

supplies because I heard you were 

inundated with animals. We already 

have dogs, so I had no intention of 

walking beyond the lobby. That’s 

where I was when a staff person 

came in with him.  

I was stunned. He was so obviously 

old. I followed him back to his kennel 

and his sheet said he was 10 years 

old. (Later, my vet said he may be 

closer to 13.) He was gray in the face, 

runny in the eyes, dreadfully thin, 

unfixed, and he smelled bad. But he 

smiled when I crouched by his kennel, 

and I made one of the few fast deci-

sions of my life. 

Leo lives with us now. We had three dogs 

who were not happy to see him, but after he 

got over his kennel cough and got rid of the 

small nation of fleas and ticks that came with 

him, Leo patiently and persistently carved out 

a place for himself in the pack. He also 

wooed my husband and son, who thought, 

correctly, that we already had too many dogs.  

We love him and admire him for his happy 

nature despite his troubled past. We will see 

him through whatever comes. I now tell eve-

ryone about the pleasures of caring for an 

older dog.  

Leo had been in the pound for a week before 

I got there. The kennels were packed, but 

you didn’t give up on him just because he 

was not an easy sell as an adoptee. Thank 

you for that. Anne”  
Leo, on the day he was 

adopted; and at his new 

home. 

12 K’s Of  Christmas 

Saturday, December 10                    
at Freestone District Park 

  

 Please join us for the third 12 K’s of  

 Christmas to celebrate good health       

 and the holidays. Come for the run or    

 just to get in the holiday mood with      

 carolers and some fun holiday       

 shopping! 

 

 - 12 K and 6 K Run/Walk (chip-timed)      - 1.2 K Team Sled Run  (4 people) 

  - Run in a sea of Santas       - Dress up and win a  prize 

 - Carolers at every K       - Santa’s Pet Village (Adoptions) 

 - Christmas Bazaar       - Join Team Santa Paws for VIP treatment 

www.12krun.com   480-609-3978 
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Rabies Clinic  

Specials: $20 

 

West and East Shelter: 

Sunday  11am — 5:30 pm  

West Shelter: 

Tues & Thur  9 am — 11am 

East Shelter: 

Tues & Wed 9 am—11 am 

MCACC took in over 50,000  

dogs and cats last year. 

Please give one a good 

home! 

Emaciated Dog Becomes Spokesperson for Good 

 

 
KEEP MORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET WHILE 
HELPING HOMELESS ANIMALS 

 
We are partnering with Daily Deal USA to offer a FANTASTIC new fundraiser!  
 
If you sign up for their free program, using our referral code, you'll get daily email offers of HUGE savings of 50-
95% from local businesses in your neighborhood, plus an instant $5 to spend. FREE, with no obligation!  
 
If you do decide to buy a deal, Maricopa County Animal Care & Control will get a donation equaling 8% on 
every deal you purchase.  
 
The more irresistible deals you buy, the more money goes to help the homeless animals of Maricopa County. 
It's a win-win! You save, we earn.   
 
Just sign up at www.dailydealusa.com and enter referral code MCACC 
It's that easy! Please help. 

Below is a letter about an amazing dog that came to MCACC extremely mal-

nourished and ill. His owner, Barb, wanted to share how far Rocket has come. 

“The story began in 2006 when I saw Rocket on the news. He was a skeleton 

weighing 27 pounds (he is now 60) and had been found by a landlord after be-

ing abandoned. He was taken to Maricopa County Animal Care and Control 

(MCACC) where he was treated for a month. There was so much interest from 

a news story about Rocket that MCACC held an essay contest to find the best 

home for him. I won the contest! The day I went to meet him and take him 

home, there were 3 TV stations at the shelter to film it. He also won the Friends 

of Animal Care and Control (FACCs) Hero Award that year for the most amaz-

ing survival.  

I have been on the PACC911 (Phoenix Animal Care Coalition—provides animal 

organizations opportunities to work together for the benefit of the animals), 

board for 8 years and was head of field operations at one time. I was so tired of 

seeing all the homeless animals, I decided to put my efforts into a prevention 

program geared towards 2nd - 4th graders with Rocket as the focus. They are 

so open hearted at that age and he is an amazing ambassador. I spend about 1 

1/4 hrs with each class. I created an activity book that each child receives. We 

begin with large individual boards of the cartoon I had an artist create of 

Rocket's life story. This leads to some poignant conversation and then the struc-

tured lesson. There is follow up on the website on an ongoing basis with 

Rocket's Blog (Rocket's Roundup), a cat blog, "Roc's Doc" column, etc. They 

have the opportunity to go from Rangers to Super Rangers by helping homeless 

animals in many ways. There is a drawing for a bicycle 2 times a year for the 

Super Rangers.  

In all this, Rocket is the sweetest teacher. The children fall in love with him. We 

teach them compassion, practical animal care, citizenship and responsibility. 

Most importantly we teach them that they can be part of the solution and that 

there is hope if we care enough.” 

Pictures, from above: 

Rocket in 2006; Rocket 

today; Rocket’s program, 

Rocket’s Rangers  

Check out our videos 
on You Tube:: http://

www.youtube.com/
MaricopaAnimalCare  

 

http://www.dailydealusa.com/Today.aspx?pc=MCACC
http://www.dailydealusa.com
http://www.youtube.com/MaricopaAnimalCare
http://www.youtube.com/MaricopaAnimalCare
http://www.youtube.com/MaricopaAnimalCare
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If you’d like to re-

ceive this newsletter 

electronically,  

please visit us at : 

pets.maricopa.gov  

Hello! My name is Megan, and I am a 

17 year old adoption counselor at 

MCACC’s West shelter. I am cur-

rently a high school student and will 

be attending Arizona State University 

in the fall to pursue a degree in Ani-

mal Physiology & Behavior. I have 

been volunteering with MCACC for 

almost three years and I absolutely 

love it!  

My interest in volunteering peaked 

when the pressures of high school made me feel like 

an insignificant part of society, and the feeling of 

worthlessness made me fall into depression. I de-

cided to overcome this by actively increasing my 

worth to the world, and to prove that I could do 

something beneficial for others. MCACC was the 

perfect place for me to volunteer! I was drawn to 

their mission to promote health and welfare of both 

people and animals in our county. I was attracted to 

the volunteer position of adoption counselor 

because I could be a direct catalyst be-

tween homeless pets and their forever 

homes.  

I love volunteering for the shelter because 

of the common appreciation for animals 

shared between myself and the other 

volunteers and staff. I feel that I am a 

useful volunteer to the shelter because of 

my skills in customer satisfaction, my in-

depth knowledge of dogs and their 

breeds, and my genuine drive to ensure 

every dog and cat finds a permanent, loving home.  

With all of these combined, I am motivated and 

determined to continue my volunteer efforts at 

MCACC. I highly encourage any like-minded animal 

lovers who desire to make a difference to do the 

same. Volunteering at MCACC has changed me 

and inspired me to do more in my efforts for ani-

mals, and it can certainly do the same for you, too. 

Why I Volunteer — Letters from our Volunteers 

Hello, my name is Michele. I am 43 years old and I work as an HR Manager for 

an IT Consulting Firm here in Phoenix. 

I started looking for volunteer opportunities on-line that I could do with my son 

Wesley who was 14 at the time. When I came across MCACC I thought that it 

would be a great fit for the both of us since we are big animal lovers and it was 

something we could do it together. We completed all the volunteer paperwork and 

went to our orientation at the East Shelter (West was not completed yet).  The 

West Shelter opened a couple of weeks after we finished our orientation so we 

started our 1st shift there.  It was a beautiful new facility and everyone was very 

excited about it.   

We have learned so much about the animals since the 1st day we started.  It was 

hard at first to see all the animals that came into the shelter and hear all the sad 

stories of what they had been through…you could tell by looking into their eyes, they just wanted to be loved 

and be a part of a family. We learned how to deal with the potential adopters when they came in, what ques-

tions to ask to see if they were serious about adopting and being able to find what kind of animal would be a 

good fit for them.  Nothing is better than making that perfect match and seeing a family go home smiling and 

saying they couldn’t wait to pick up their new family member. 

My son and I have now started working at the new Metrocenter location and we love it.  It has been so excit-

ing to see how it’s doing and how many more adoptions are being done every day.  I have only heard posi-

tive feedback from the customers who have come into the store saying what a good idea this is to help more 

stray cats and dogs get adopted. 

This has been such a great bonding experience to do this with my son over the past 3 years and to watch 

him learn and grow from the things we have learned from all the great animals and people at MCACC.  I tell 

people about the Volunteer Program all the time. My son and I plan on continuing to volunteer for many 

more years. 

 

Have you ever wondered 

how you can help the home-

less animals in Maricopa 

County?  Volunteer at Mari-

copa County Animal Care & 

Control! This is a great way 

to help our furry friends. You 

can give back in a variety of 

ways: become an adoption 

counselor; take pictures for 

our website; socialize dogs 

and cats; and more! For 

additional information about 

MCACC or the volunteer 

program, please visit our 

website at 

pets.maricopa.gov.  
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One of the lucky cats to 

find a new home at MCACC  

this year.  
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Help us control the pet 

overpopulation problem. 

Get your pet spayed or 

neutered!  

 

Visit our new Pet                 

Adoption Centers: 

PetSmart Adoption Center 

4380 N. Miller Road, Scottsdale 

Under One Woof 

9617 N. Metro Pkwy #1116, 
Phoenix 

Rescued Dog on Course for World Team  

Several Arizona dog owners recently jumped into action to see if 

they had what it takes to represent the United States at the 

International Dog Agility Championships in 2012.   

One of the canine competitors took an unlikely path to competi-

tion and is not the typical breed you see at agility contests.  

Jessica and her four and a half year old Chihuahua mix “Bug”, 

will be competing for one of only twelve spots available to repre-

sent the U.S. at this prestigious event. 

 Jessica adopted Bug from Maricopa County Animal Care and 

Control (MCACC) in April of 2006.  He was the perfect compan-

ion to her other dog “Scout” who was also adopted from 

MCACC a few years earlier. 

“I decided to try out for the World Team to see how well Bug and 

I can do,” Jessica said.  “Bug would add variety to the team and 

really showcase shelter dogs.”  Jessica is modest in her com-

ments about Bug considering they were ranked in the Top Ten 

in the country with United States Dog Agility Association in 

2010. 

More than two hundred dogs from thirteen different states en-

tered the event. The top three point winners in each height class 

would be chosen to for the World Team at the International Dog 

Agility Championships which will be held in the U.S. for the first 

time in 2012. 

The event is hosted by Good Dog Agility, which is an affiliate of 

the U.S. Dog Agility Association, and also raises funds for com-

petitors to travel with their dogs to the International event. 

More information on the Agility World Team selection process 

and fundraising can be found at http://ifcsteamusa.com/   Details 

about the U.S. Dog Agility Association can be found at 

www.usdaa.com and Good Dog Agility at www.gooddog.org  

Special thanks to Annie DeChance for writing this article and 
letting us know about Bug!  

http://ifcsteamusa.com/
http://www.usdaa.com
http://www.gooddog.org
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Tune in and catch 

our animals on TV 

and the radio! 

Every Saturday on 

Channel 12 at 8:35 

a.m. 

Every other 

Thursday on 

Channel 12 at 1:35 

p.m. 

Every last Tuesday 

of the month on 

KOOL radio 94.5  

You can also find 

them online at 

ktar.com  
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While MCACC was originally founded for the 

purpose of catching and killing stray animals to 

prevent the spread of rabies and other diseases, 

the population growth in Maricopa County has 

resulted in an ever increasing number of healthy 

and treatable dogs and cats looking to MCACC to 

find them homes.   As a “special revenue fund” 

within Maricopa County, MCACC is responsible 

for generating funds for both its mandated and 

non-mandated services.  

By becoming a donor of your dollars, your time, 

or by holding a donation drive, you can help en-

sure that MCACC can provide the care and ser-

vices that will ultimately make it possible to reach 

the goal of eliminating the euthanasia of healthy 

and treatable pets by 2012. 

Ways to Help the Animals 

Please send me information about the following 

How to Volunteer 

How to Donate 

Information on: _________________________   

Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

City/State: ____________________ Zip: _________ 

Email: _____________________________________ 

____ I would like to receive your email newsletter! 

Mail to: MCACC Community Relations 

2500 S. 27th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85009 

 

Maricopa County Animal Care and Control (MCACC) recently participated in an exercise with the Palo Verde 

Nuclear Station. A evacuation exercise is performed every year. MCACC has been involved in practicing the 

decontamination of animals for the last few years. Maricopa County is one of only two jurisdictions that practice 

live animal decontamination during the exercise. Employees and volunteers from MCACC and Arizona Humane 

Society arrived early to be briefed and get set up for the exercise.  With an evacuation zone of five miles in one 

direction, potentially 500 pets would have to be evacuated.  

An animal decontamination zone was set up. This included two different bathing stations, a shake off zone, a 

drying area, and a vehicle to house the animals. Plastic was also set up around the entire area so no contami-

nated water would be spread. Dog handlers donned protective clothing and the exercise began. 

Dog owners walked their dogs through a radiation detector. If radiation was detected, they had to take their dog 

to the animal decontamination desk to be checked in. After their information was entered into a database, a dog 

handler took the dog to the bathing area. Each dog was given a thorough bath, toweled off, and then scanned 

again for radiation. If they were clean, they got on the bus. If they were not clean, they got another bath.  

The exercise was a wonderful opportunity to practice decontaminating animals.  

 

 

MCACC Participates in Palo Verde Drill 

From left: Dog in decontamination bath, dog being towel dried, dog getting scanned for radiation 

Follow us on twitter! 

http://twitter.com/
MCACCaz1 

Like us on facebook! 

http://twitter.com/
MCACCaz1 

http://twitter.com/MCACCaz1
http://twitter.com/MCACCaz1
http://twitter.com/MCACCaz1
http://twitter.com/MCACCaz1


Visit One of Our Four Locations! 
 

West Valley Care Center    
2500 S. 27th Ave.                

Phoenix, AZ 85009              
 

East Valley Care Center 
2630 W. 8th St. 
Mesa, AZ 85201 

 
PetSmart Charities Adoption Center 
 4380 N. Miller Road  

Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
 

Under One Woof Adoption Center 
9617 N. Metro Parkway #1116 

Phoenix, AZ 85051 

Phone: 602-506-PETS (7387) 
 

hollisa@mail.maricopa.gov 
 

pets.maricopa.gov 

MCACC’s new approach to delivering animal care and control services reflects 

the delicate balance that exists between animal welfare and animal control. We 

strive to be proactive and offer programs to prevent problems before they occur. 

It is our vision to reduce the dangers and nuisances caused by irresponsible pet 

ownership and to protect pets from abuse, neglect and homelessness.  

Our mission is to promote and protect the health, safety and welfare of people 

and pets in Maricopa County.  

 Serving neighborhoods, families and pets one by one 

Friends of Animal 
Care and Control 
 
Our mission is to end euthana-
sia of healthy and adoptable 
dogs and cats in our commu-
nity by raising funds to support 
the special programs of Mari-
copa County Animal Care and 
Control.  
 
P.O. Box 80739 
Phoenix, AZ 85060 
 
602-626-5073 
 
Visit us at: www.azfaccs.org 
 

MCACC offers a multitude of services to assist you and your pets: 

 - Adoption of cats and dogs 

 - Spay/Neuter programs 

 - Licensing 

 - Rabies vaccinations 

 - Lost and found shelter care 

 - Stray dog pick up 

 - Microchips 

 - Opportunities to volunteer and become foster care givers  
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Friends of Animal Care and Control Thrift Store 

The FACCs thrift shop sells a wide variety of gently used items. Proceeds from the sales fund MCACC’s 

valuable programs. 

FACCs Thrift Shop 

12625 N. Cave Creek Road (North of Thunderbird) 

Phoenix, AZ 85022 

602-923-6914 

Store hours: Monday-Saturday 10am—4pm                                                

        Tuesday and Thursday open until 6:00 pm 

Do you love animals? Do you have some items that you'd like to 

donate to charity? Please donate them to the FACCs thrift shop! The store is currently accepting the fol-

lowing gently used items: 

 

- Clothing, purses, jewelry, shoes - Household items (lamps, linens, bedspreads) 

- Dishes, glassware, utensils  - Kitchen and office appliances 

- Furniture - indoor and outdoor  - Computers, printers, software  

- - Books     - Artwork 

- Tools                                                                 - Cell phones, PDA’s                      

- Children's clothing and toys (no furniture or car seats please) 

FACC’s mission is to end euthanasia of healthy and adoptable dogs and cats in 

our community by raising funds to support the programs of Maricopa County 

Animal Care and Control. 


